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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 3185 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, ETEL, SA 

SUBJECT: SAG REQUEST THAT CORPS OF ENGINEERS OVERSEE CONSTRUCTION 
OF RADIO BROADCASTING FACILITIES 

REF STATE 99694 

1. SAG MINISTRY OF INFORMATION WISHES CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
TO OVERSEE CONSTRUCTION OF APPROXIMATELY SEVEN RADIO 
BROADCASTING FACILITIES IN COUNTRY. REQUEST WAS FIRST 
MADE BY DEPMININFO FAHAD SUDAIRY TO DISTRICT ENGINEER, 

WHO REQUESTED THAT OFFICIAL REQUEST BE MADE THROUGH 
FOREIGN MINISTRY CHANNELS. REQUEST WAS MADE ORALLY IN 
EARLY APRIL BY DIRECTOR OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS ABDARRAHMAN 
AL-MANSURI. WE WERE AWAITING FORMAL REQUEST IN WRITING 
FROM MINISTRY OF INFORMATION, BUT NOW HAVE RECEIVED 
FOLLOW-UP INQUIRY FROM DEPUTY MINISTER OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS MASUD, WHO OBVIOUSLY THINKS BALL IS IN OUR 
COURT. BELIEVE WE CAN NOW REGARD THIS WRITTEN FOLLOW-UP 
AS THE OFFICIAL REQUEST FOR WHICH WE HAD BEEN WAITING. 

2. SINCE EARLIER AGREEMENT WITH SAG ON CONSTRUCTION OF 
RADIO AND TELEVISION FACILITIES WAS ALLOWED TO EXPIRE 
IN JULY 1973, NEW AGREEMENT WOULD BE REQUIRED IF WE 
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OF FUTURE REQUESTS TO UNDERTAKE WORK IN THE CIVILIAN OR 
NON-MILITARY SECTOR OF THE ECONOMY, EMBASSY WONDERS IF 
MOST CONVENIENT WAY TO ACCOMPLISH THIS WOULD NOT BE TO 
AMEND ENGINEERING ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT OF 1965 TO ALLOW 
FOR ACCEPTANCE OF NON-MILITARY CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 
PROPOSED BY MINISTRIES OTHER THAN MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. 
ALTERNATIVELY, IF UPCOMING DISCUSSIONS WITH SAUDI PUBLIC 
WORKS DEPARTMENT (PWD) SEEM LIKELY TO LEAD TO AGREEMENT 
FOR COE ASSISTANCE TO PWD, PERHAPS NEW AGREEMENT SHOULD 
BE WRITTEN IN SUCH A WAY THAT COE COULD TAKE ON MINISTRY 
OF INFORMATION PROJECT AND SUBSEQUENT REQUESTS UNDER PWD 
AGREEMENT. REQUEST COMMENTS FROM COE ON THIS POINT. IT 
SEEMS TO EMBASSY THAT IT WOULD BE PREFERABLE TO HAVE ONE 
OVERALL AGREEMENT WITH SAG FOR NON-MILITARY PROJECTS 
RATHER THAN TO PROLIFERATE A SERIES OF AGREEMENTS WITH 
INDIVIDUAL MINISTRIES. EMBASSY OFFICER WILL SEEK TO 
ASCERTAIN DURING UPCOMING COE DISCUSSIONS WITH PWD 
WHETHER PWD IS APPROPRIATE SAUDI INSTITUTION FOR CON- 
CLUDING AGREEMENT ON NON-MILITARY CONSTRUCTION ASSIS- 
TANCE. 

3. WE RECOGNIZE THAT COE IS HEAVILY COMMITTED AT 
PRESENT. SIMILARLY, WE DO NOT REGARD MINISTRY OF INFOR- 
MATION REQUEST AS PARTICULARLY HIGH PRIORITY ITEM. 

WE CAN, HOWEVER, EXPECT SUBSEQUENT REQUESTS FOR COE 
ASSISTANCE IN OTHER, NON-MILITARY PROJECTS AND DO BELIEVE 
IT IS IN OUR INTEREST TO RESPOND POSITIVELY IF CORPS 
CAN ABSORB ADDITIONAL WORK. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: 

A. AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE TO TAKE ON MINISTRY OF 
INFORMATION REQUEST. 

B. COMMENT ON PREFERRED METHOD OF ESTABLISHING NECESSARY 
AGREEMENT WITH SAG TO COVER THIS AND SUBSEQUENT PROJECTS. 
AKINS 
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